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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

We present ourselves in spite of ourselves. We are most 
original when we are most like life. Life is the natural 
thing. Interpretation is the factitious. Nature is always 
variable. To have an eye with brain in it — that is, or rather 
would be, the poetic millenium. We are not moonlit strum- 
mers now : we are gun-pointers and sky-climbers. 

Marsden Hartley 

California's laureate 

Out on "the Coast"' they are certainly loyal to their own 
artists. We commend the following item, taken from The 
Writer, to the attention of other states among the forty- 
eight starred on our flag : 

California has a State Poet Laureate, made such by legislative 
action recorded in Chapter 61, California Statutes of 1919, p. 1537, 
as follows: — 

Whereas, Ina Coolbrith, of San Francisco, California, has brought 
prominently to the attention of the world the glories and beauties of 
California's fruits and flowers, its climate, its scenery, its wealth and 
possibilities, through her many brilliant poems, and has contributed 
to the high standing of our literature, thereby winning the admira- 
tion and gratitude of all loyal Californians, and is truly deserving 
of our most favorable recognition and mention; therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the senate, the" assembly concurring, that Ina Cool- 
brith be hereby recognized, and given the honorary title of The 
Loved Laurel-crowned Poet of California. 

Miss Coolbrith was a friend of Bret Harte, and was as- 
sociated with him in the editorship of the Overland Monthly. 
Her first book of verse, A Perfect Day and Other Poems. 
was published in 1884; and The Singer of the Sea — Songs 
from the Golden Gate in 1895. When the writer made a 
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California's Laureate 

pilgrimage to her during the Pan-American Exposition, she 
found a white-haired lady of great dignity and charm living 
in a beautiful little house nobly placed on a high hill — a 
house presented to her long ago — so it was said — by admiring 
fellow-citizens of San Francisco. This year, unfortunately, 
her health has been somewhat impaired, and she has crossed 
the continent for a complete change of climate. She expects 
to spend the winter in New York, where she will bring out 
a new book of poems. 

The act of the California legislature is a gracious and well 
deserved tribute. //. M. 

REVIEWS 

A LINCOLN PRIMER 

Abraham Lincoln, a Play, by John Drinkwater. Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co. 

We owe Mr. Drinkwater a debt of gratitude for discov- 
ering and using the rich material of poetic drama afforded 
by Lincoln's public career, and for proving his point with 
skilful dramaturgy in the making of an actable play. We 
may thank him also for his simplicity and sincerity in the 
handling of his material. But beyond that our gratitude 
cannot go very far — not here in the United States, not here 
in Illinois. 

His play uses with a certain effectiveness the primer 
method: only the obvious simplicities of a great character 
are admitted, only the most recognizable lines of the portrait 
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